PAGG AGM AND MONTHLY MEETING
19 April 2022
At the Arboretum at “Duninald”, the property of Julia and Chris Wokes
This meeting also celebrated the 11th anniversary of the founding of the Club and the 10th anniversary of
the Paterson Allyn Garden Group becoming affiliated with Garden Clubs of Australia.
APOLOGIES: Lisa Connors, Pip Wilson, Chris Erby, Jan Healey, Barbara Horn, Jane Slack & Siv Casey
President Janie welcomed members and guests to the garden of “Old Duninald”, the original historic
homestead.
Safety Officer Robert cautioned us about the slope of the lawn for our chairs and advised appropriate
footwear for a walk around the Arboretum – slippery and wet due to the weather, and also exposed tree
roots.
Janie introduced owner Julia who gave us a brief history of the property. Original owner, William Dun
received a land grant in 1821 and selected this land in 1822 at the same time that James Webber selected
“Tocal” on the opposite side of the Paterson River. The property remained in the care of family
descendants until Julia and Chris Wokes purchased it in 2005. The original home and garden (reputably the
oldest house in the Hunter Valley), were derelict and overgrown but have been sympathetically restored
and now function as self-contained farmstay accommodation.
Julia and Chris have been very respectful of the human history and that of the land. A “Farming for the
Future” course awakened their interest in the property’s potential, including “the Wood” (Arboretum).
Horticulturist, Alex King came to help and surveyed the existing plantings, which can be roughly divided
into 3 phases:
1. Original planting from 1823 around the house by William Dun, including a huge Norfolk Island Hibiscus
(Lagunaria patersonia) and a Fan Palm.
2. Historical non-indigenous planting in the “Wood” established from seed by Sid Reynolds from 1966. This
was badly overgrown and weed infested when bought by the Wokes in 2005. Some examples of this
planting are:
- Small leaved Tamarind (Diploglottis campbelli) an endangered tree native to SE Queensland and Northern
Rivers of NSW. Fruit is attractive to bats.
- Coolamon (Syzygium moorei) also a native rainforest tree from Northern NSW and SE Queensland. Also
rare in the wild. Masses of white fleshy fruit attractive to birds and animals.
- Magenta Lilly Pilly ( Syzygium panniculatum) native to NSW in subtropical and littoral rainforest.
Also considered threatened in the wild but has been used extensively in horticulture.
3. From 2005 the Wokes, with help from Alex King, have been working to create 5 different Rainforest
zones of species that are indigenous to different areas of the valley, providing bush food and habitat for
the local fauna. Minimal chemicals are used, leaf litter is allowed to build up to form mulch and also a seed
bed for self-seeding plants. Fallen limbs are used to edge the paths or are collected in heaps to form more
habitat. A natural billabong attracts birdlife.
Julia, with the help of Penny, later conducted an informative walk for us through the rainforest.

Penny tabled a certificate from Garden Clubs of Australia to celebrate the 10 th anniversary of PAGG’s
affiliation and thanked ALL members for contributing to a welcoming and successful garden club.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Janie Chandler presented her President’s Report for the previous year(attached) and announced that she
was standing down from the role of President after 11 years.
Janie moved that her report be accepted, seconded by Penny Kater – carried.
Chris Walker (in the absence of treasurer Lisa Connors) presented the Treasurer’s Report (attached).
Moved Chris Walker, seconded Jenny Creal that the report be accepted – carried.
Publicity Officer (Lisa Connors) was authorised to lodge the club’s annual return with the Department of
Fair Trading – moved Chris Walker, seconded Penny Kater – carried.
Apart from President Janie standing down, Cas Addison is leaving the committee and Jillian Stibbard has
agreed to join. All other office bearers are remaining in their positions.
Janie Chandler introduced and congratulated the new president, Liz Jones.
Liz said she was honoured to be in the role and paid tribute to Janie’s long tenure and guidance as
President and also thanked Penny Kater for her big contribution as Vice President until last year. Liz
presented them both with a potted orchid and asked members to send in photos and short stories (30
words) which will be collated into a photo book for each, as a reminder of their tenure.
Secretary Chris Walker also received a potted fern to thank her for her unfailing support to the committee
and the club.

Safety Officer Robert has requested that a qualified nurse, ambulance officer, or trained first aid attendant
be identified to support him in the safety officer role if needed.
Chris Pike has sourced some beautiful botanical photos (thank you Chris!) for the club and the committee
will decide how best to use them.
GARDEN PROBLEMS
Apart from the WET, Penny identified hairy caterpillars from White cedars as a potential problem. One way
of dealing with them is to wrap the tree trunk in hessian or shade cloth which attracts them to shelter
during the day. This can then be removed and the whole thing dropped into a tub of hot water before
replacing on the tree.
The meeting was followed by a sandwich lunch and a celebratory cake to mark our 10 th anniversary of GCA
affiliation.

