
PAGG MONTHLY MEETING 

17 September 2019 at “Wycombe Park” Dungog 

President Janie welcomed members and guests and our guest speaker for the day – James Gardener 
from Organic Crop Protectants. Safety officer, Robert cautioned us all to be aware of slippery 
surfaces in the wet weather. 

Janie introduced our hosts, Jon and Chris and thanked them for having us. Chris told us that it is a 
working cattle property and they had bought the land in 1981, building the house in 1988. The 
garden was designed by the landscape team in Jon’s architectural practice but, while the layout 
survives, a large number of the original plantings did not do well and have been replaced over time 
with species that survive in the local soil and climate. A feature of the garden is the avenue of 110 
Liquidambars that were planted for the driveway before the house was built. The trees do 
sometimes get borer and they find a piece of wire in the hole to be the best method of eradication. 
Jon explained how the house was sited for the ideal aspect of 10 degrees east of north, to take 
advantage of the view and to maximise sun in the house in winter. The site was cut and filled to form 
a level base for building. Because of the slope a retaining wall was constructed to form a Ha-Ha that 
serves to keep the cattle out of the garden, and enables an unobstructed view of the valley from the 
house. The swimming pool was installed at a lower level for the same reason. Hedges of Japanese 
box and Murraya are used to define different areas of the garden along with generous sweeps of 
white Plumbago and white May. 

The entrance to the house is through a formal courtyard garden with Japanese box and standard 
Iceberg roses and complete with fountain. The Envirocycle grey water is used to maintain a grove of 
deciduous trees on the west side of the house including Manchurian Pear, Chinese Tallowwood and 
several Ashes. Other trees that have done well in the garden are Chinese elms (some underplanted 
with azaleas), and a Hill’s fig in the roundabout of the driveway. There is a tennis court behind the 
house and a picking garden on the west side with roses and lavender, and where raised vegetable 
beds are also planned. 
Rain water is all collected to an underground tank and used for the house, while river water is 
pumped to an elevated tank to be gravity fed to the garden and also stock troughs. A new project 
has been the installation, out of sight from the house, of 72 free standing solar panels which have 
dramatically reduced their reliance on the power grid and have an estimated payback time of 5 
years. 
Janie thanked Jon and Chris and presented them with some Tar 10 products as a token of our 
appreciation. 
Notes: Janie advised us that the final payment for the Mudgee bus trip is now due. 
She also reminded us of the Garden Clubs of Australia “Friendship Day” on Monday 23 September at 
9.30am. $20 including morning tea and lunch. Let Janie know if interested. 
Our next meeting will be at Julian and Joan’s garden at Wallarobba, where we will have a beekeeper 
speaking on “How to keep Bees” and Flow hives. 
Information from James Gardener - Organic Crop Protectants 
James worked in the cotton industry and for Elders before joining OCP 18 years ago. 
He advocates a systems approach to plant protection problems and suggests that even 
environmentally friendly products are only one tool to address a problem, and should be used in 
conjunction with other cultural methods. These include working with the soil, climate and using 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and beneficial insects. 80 per cent of OCP customers are not 
organic growers but want to use more environmentally friendly products. 
OCP are now owned by Yates which James considers to be a progressive company, Australia wide, 
and they are progressively increasing the home garden range. 



The company website https://ecoorganicgarden.com.au lists all their products and their uses, but he 
outlined some of the most common ones for us. 
 
Eco Oil – solely vegetable oil based so less likely to burn foliage and can be used at lower rates than 
white oil. Should be used early in the season for aphids, mealy bugs, white fly etc. as these insects 
breed up VERY quickly. 
Eco Neem – NOT registered in Australia for food crops but is used for chewing pests on ornamentals. 
The pests need to be feeding on the plants. 
Seaweed Products – Beneficial for soil biota but NOT a fertiliser. Good for plant stress caused by 
heat, light frost, water stress. Best used in advance. Powder concentrate is the most economical. 
Liquid Lime/Dolomite/Gypsum – faster results than powder form, in a spray-on pack for the hose. 
Slasher – herbicide that works quickly but limited effect – only works on green material that it 
touches. Needs to be repeated for persistent weeds. 
Fruit Fly – traps -should be out now! Only used to indicate that fruit flies are about, then use bait. 
Snail bait and Fungicide The company is working on products for these applications. 
 In summary, James noted that organic growers have reported that they have better soil fertility and 
extremely limited disease after using environmentally friendly products and methods for 6-7 years. 
 



 


