
PAGG MONTHLY MEETING 

21 May 2019 at 10am 

‘Jacaranda Farm’ Gresford 

 

With President Janie and Vice-President Penny absent, Liz welcomed members and guests, and ably steered us 

through the meeting. 

Safety Officer Robert cautioned us all to “be aware and take care” especially when walking in the parking area, and 

when reversing cars out on leaving. 

 

Liz reported that she will be doing a web designing course to enable her to set up the web site to give members 

more privacy, amongst other things. It is anticipated that certain information will be available to members only, 

through a log-in. Details will be emailed to members once completed. 

 

A survey was conducted on signing-in to discover numbers for an overnight trip to Mudgee in October, and a day trip 

to Mt Penang gardens later in the year. Results: Mt Penang gardens 50, Mudgee 40. Carolyn and Jenny gave some 

information on both Mt Penang Gardens (https://www.mtpenangparklands.nsw.gov.au/Mt-Penang-Gardens) and 

the Mudgee Garden Ramble https://mudgeegardenspectacular.org.au/ 

 

The recipients of the Christmas Raffle prize of 2 nights stay at “Yeranda” Retreat have been unable to take up the 

prize due to illness and have re-donated it to be drawn again. The committee decided the proceeds should be 

donated to brain cancer research to recognize this diagnosis and more items were added to create a ‘super’ raffle. 

Congratulations PAGGERS you raised $353, with the main raffle prize of Yeranda stay was won by Jillian. Thanks also 

to Julia for the donations of ferns and Judy for the painting. 

 

Liz introduced garden owners Sueanne and Jim who welcomed us all. Jim related that this was a 100 acre working 

farm and that the house block was bare when it became the vision of garden group member Helen, who moved 

there in 1998. The site is well elevated with wonderful 270-degree views but harsh conditions due to shallow soil and 

exposure to the westerly winds. Jim and Sueanne moved there in 2001 and recognised that water was a limiting 

issue. They installed a dedicated 13,600 litre tank with water pumped up from a dam, and a watering system. 

 

They planted a wind break of native trees on the western side in 2002 and have had to contend with wind damage to 

trees over time. There is however now good shade with eucalyptus trees and ornamental deciduous and evergreen 

trees that shelter the house as well as garden beds and a vegetable garden Jim introduced Helen who had planned 

and planted the original garden. Helen told us that she had moved many times since, but that this was her favourite 

house and garden. She and her husband had collected rocks from the paddocks and hand-built the rock walls 

surrounding the garden, which serve to keep the cattle out, and add a lovely sense of containment and function. 

Both owners acknowledged the harsh gardening conditions but consider that the views make it all worthwhile. 

Liz thanked Jim and Sueanne for hosting us and presented them with some Tar 10 products, Paterson honey and a 

packet of PAGG note cards. 

 

Q & A 

Q: Paul has germinated some Water Iris seeds and asked what does he do with them. 

A: Put them in pots in just under water – Eileen. For further information follow this link to Wallis Creek Watergarden 

near Mulbring –  https://www.walliscreekwatergarden.com.au/ 

Q: Jan has garlic growing… when to harvest? 

A: When 1/3 to 1/2 leaves die off approximately 6 months after planting, some recommended planting on the 

equinoxes – here is the link to Green Harvest https://greenharvest.com.au/Plants/Information/GarlicGrowing.html 

Q: Jan has mulberry that has self-seeded… can it be moved? 

https://www.walliscreekwatergarden.com.au/
https://greenharvest.com.au/Plants/Information/GarlicGrowing.html


A: Yes, in winter when it has lost its leaves. Reminder about mature trees – keep monitoring in these conditions as 

sub-soil moisture is very low, and water when necessary. 

Another link: https://www.abc.net.au/gardening/factsheets/transplanting-a-tree/9427708 
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