
PAGG MEETING 
19 MARCH 2019 
“Tressingfield” 

President Janie welcomed all members and guests and thanked Bob and Pauline for allowing us to meet in their 
beautiful garden. 
Safety officer Robert pointed out that there were some wet spots due to the recent welcome rain, and cautioned 
us to “be aware and take care”. 

AGM 
PAGG being incorporated, our financial year has changed and now runs from January to December. This report 
therefore is from the last AGM report in May 2018 to 31 December 2018 with only President and Treasurers’ Re-
ports being presented and all office bearers and committee accepting to continue in their current roles. Both re-
ports presented and accepted and emailed to members. 
Janie reported that 2018 had been another successful and busy year. 
Planning for the inaugural Garden Ramble on 7 April is in full swing with the Ramble sub-committee being extreme-
ly busy. Special thanks must go to Louise Brown for designing the colourful signs around the shire and hosting sev-
eral workshops for their manufacture – not forgetting our 5 wonderful garden owners who have all been working 
exceptionally hard to have their gardens ready. The very welcome rain has taken some of the stress out of their 
tasks but it is still a massive job. 
Our annual bus trip was to the Tegels’ beautiful garden and gallery at Cobbitty and was enjoyed by approximately 
50 members and was a great success, as was the Christmas lunch at Hunter Region Botanic Gardens. 
The Garden Ramble is progressing well with thanks to everyone involved, especially the owners, who no doubt wel-
comed the rain this week 

General Meeting 
Our host Bob welcomed all to ‘Tressington’ and congratulated the Club on its success. 
He said the garden was designed as a relaxed garden not a showpiece and it had to survive on its merits. It is a 52 
week garden with something new happening all year round. 

Bob and Pauline moved to “Tressingfield” in 1975. The house was built in about 1825-30 and the front door faced 
the river because visitors would arrive by boat. They were greeted by cattle on the verandah and a house and gar-
den in very bad repair. The two huge Moreton Bay figs in the front were planted when the house was built and 
along with two more figs at the rear have invaded the whole garden with their roots. 

The house and garden are on a rise and despite common misconception, the soil is not alluvial but pure 
clay. To overcome this, all garden beds have been established by mounding with loam and incorporating 
lots of organic matter to a depth of 0.5 metres. This method enables the plants to establish before putting 
their roots down into the clay over time. The beds are all “free form” and generously planted with shrubs 
and perennials, with trees, apart from the figs, mostly around the boundary. Mulch is used extensively. The west-
ern side of the garden facing the river is protected by a plantation of Cottonwoods and the two Moreton Bay Figs 
so there is a good amount of shade. 

 
Bob and Pauline started in 1975 with no masterplan but fenced off a small area to keep out the cattle, and planted 
lots of roses. However, the tree roots proved too much competition and the roses have been replaced with hardier 
plants that will survive. The fence has been moved out 4 times to the current boundary! The Cliveas along the front 
verandah came from the garden at Tocal and the remaining Tecoma hedge is original. Agave attenuata have been 
used to good effect under the Moreton Bay Figs along with other shade loving plants. 
Bob loves the trees but a massive storm in 2015 did a huge amount of damage which took 12 months to clean up. 
Thankfully there is no evidence of that today. Quite a few of the trees have reached their full maturity, but some of 
his favourites are the Ornamental pears (do really well in this area, although can be subject to wind damage), the 
Koelreuteria and the Weeping Mulberry. Bob says native trees mostly need good drainage so the garden conditions 
do not really suit them. 



Our April meeting will be held at the garden of Terry and Margaret in Maitland, just behind the Courthouse. Parking 
is limited so it is suggested that members park on the Lorn side of the bridge and walk across. 
Q and A 
Q. Buffalo lawn invaded by couch – is there anything that can be done to get rid of it? 
A: From Bob – couch really difficult to remove from buffalo. He suggests, “if it is green – mow it”. 
NOTICES 
Geoff Hicks gave notice that Grossman House (National Trust house in Maitland) will be having a Heritage Festival 
in October, featuring roses and other activities. More information online. 
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