
August 2018 Minutes 

PAGG President’s Notes 

Dear Gardening friends, 

I thought that I had finished planting trees and had happily arrived at dealing with maintenance 

tasks only. But after a sensational morning with Mal and Judy Henry, how can I possibly not plant 

another native or two… or twenty! What an amazing couple they are. So inspiring and so 

knowledgeable! I’m going to duck over to Noel Jupp’s nursery next week and purchase 3 Tamarind, 3 

Yellow Ash and 3 Red Ash. That will be the start of my rainforest on the river bank. 

I would like to remind you all to take a look at your citrus trees now… particularly any grapefruit and 

lemon, as gall wasp swellings on new growth must be cut off and burnt or placed in black plastic to 

die, before the end of August. It’s also a good time to prune citrus if you want to be able to reach the 

fruit on the tree. Open up the centre of the tree as you do with roses and give them a good feed of 

citrus fertilizer or Shirley’s no. 17. Last year I just mulched heavily with the green waste compost 

from Remondis and that worked miracles! Almost 20mm of rain just fell. I am ecstatic! 

Janie 

 

PAGG Meeting Minutes 

21 August 2018 at Mal and Judy Henry property at Paterson 

President Janie welcomed members and guests and informed everyone that PAGG is now an 

incorporated entity. This step has been taken to protect from legal action against any one person in 

the group. i.e. action must be taken against the organisation. Following incorporation, it is required 

that members and guests sign in on arrival so that they are covered by our insurance.  Apologies 

were received from Penny Kater. 

Safety Officer Robert Smith pointed out some uneven ground and advised us all to “take care and be 

aware”. Janie introduced our hosts, Mal and Judy Henry. 

Mal addressed the meeting and informed us that “Valentia Lodge” had been established in the 

1820’s and they bought it 27 years ago. They spent 12 months there before doing anything in the 

garden, then planted firstly, fruit trees and a vegetable garden. Mal studied a horticulture course 

and his intention was to establish native forest, especially rainforest on the 10 acre property. After 

encountering frosts, dry periods and floods, he decided that the vegetation needed to survive this 

climate on its own merits, and should be low maintenance and self-sustaining. His philosophy is 

“THE RIGHT PLANT IN THE RIGHT PLACE”. 

Mal initially sourced rainforest species outside the local area but after some failures with frost and 

hot winds he discovered Jupps’ Nursery at East Gresford and started sourcing local species there – 

he only uses tube stock (species list noted separately). He decided to use a cover crop (wattles) to 

help establish the next plantings and used Casuarinas to protect from hot westerly winds. He 

establishes in groups for ease of maintenance and because rain forest species, especially red cedars, 

like the company and protection of other plants. This strategy also seems to guard against pests such 

as cedar tip moth and hairy caterpillar of white cedars. The plants are only watered in the first year – 

nothing else is watered except for staghorns and birds nest ferns in extreme conditions. 

The Henrys had previously enlarged and deepened an existing lagoon in front of the house and they 

have established forest around the house and on the opposite side of the lagoon to give themselves 

a panoramic view. The lagoon is a good water source and has not run dry since it was enlarged and 

has also encouraged birdlife and reptiles. 



The planted forests, including eucalypt groups as well as the rainforest, have now become self-

maintaining with trees freely self-seeding (including red cedars) and understory plants establishing. 

There are very few weeds because of the mostly closed canopy and to quote Mal, it is “survival of 

the fittest”! A few weeds of note that have been challenging are balloon vine after floods, African 

olive where birds have deposited the seeds and wandering jew. 

Most members enjoyed a conducted walk through the forest with Mal, who is a very knowledgeable 

and interesting speaker. 

SOME TREE SPECIES AT MAL AND JUDY HENRYS GARDEN 

Casuarinas, Yellow Ash, Tamarind, Red Kamala, Rosewood, Blueberry Ash, Native frangipani, 

Backhousia, Illawarra Plane Tree, Whalebone, White Cedar, Red Cedar, Flooded Gum, Iron Bark, 

Spotted Gum. 

QUESTIONS AND GARDENING TIPS 

A creeper specimen was identified by Mal as Black Coral Pea, a native of W.A. 

Barbara Horn advised that now is a good time to tidy and trim lavender (can be done when gathering 

flowers) also they like a handful of lime in acid soils, common in this area. They are also good for 

attracting bees to the vegetable garden. 

A Daphne plant problem was identified as having scale – use white oil. 

Pete Morton has a problem with no soil in one area, only shale. Advised to try and establish plants 

with the “no dig” method – thick layers of wet newspaper, hay, compost and pockets of soil to plant 

into. 

White cedar grubs. Pete also advised that lime sprinkled around the tree deters these grubs. 

Hibiscus (Janie’s “tip of the day”!) Fertilise in August (rose food etc) and cut back after frost to 

outfacing node (similar to rose pruning). 

PAGG WEBSITE AND MEMBERSHIP 

Liz advised that the website will shortly have a new section for tips on pests and weeds and she also 

invited members’ feedback on the website. 

Liz also spoke about issues concerning membership. We now have 125 members which can 

sometimes cause problems with parking and numbers at some gardens. 

There seem to be quite a few non-active members so, in order to maintain the objectives of PAGG 

(as stated on the website) the committee has made some decisions to try and address this: – 

To remain active, members need to attend a minimum of 4 meetings a year. 

New members should attend 2 meetings to assess their interest and then join at their 3rd 

Membership has been increased to $20 per year, from year commencing January 2019. This is to 

help build a contingency fund in case of an insurance claim (we have to pay the first $500 per 

claimant in this instance) Membership payment online is preferred if possible, but can be made at 

meetings from September onwards and needs to be paid BEFORE December to avoid clashing with 

our Christmas meeting. 

COBBITY COACH TRIP 27 OCTOBER 2018 

Christine Pike reported that we have one full bus and a waiting list for a possible 2nd bus. 

Participants must be members for insurance purposes. Trip includes morning tea, afternoon tea, 

picnic lunch, tour of garden, with sculptures and private gallery with amazing art collection. 

CALENDAR Di Thornton-Smith has had to withdraw from this task due to illness, Barb Burnett and 

Cherie Kerr have generously ‘offered’ to assist with the calendar project enabling the calendar to 

progress quickly with photo selection and ensure it is ready for publication before the end of the 

year. 



LUCKY DOOR prizes were won by Caz Addison, Pete Morton, Faith Banister, Peter Denton. 

At the conclusion of the meeting Janie proposed thanks to the Henrys and presented them with 

some Tar 10 products as a token of our appreciation. 

Next meeting at the home of Jamie and Prue Alison, near Dungog on Tuesday 18 September 

 

Jenny Creal Minutes Secretary Photos Mark Dedman 

 

 

 



 

 


